Tetanus--a continuing problem in minor injuries.
Tetanus is rare in North America because of highly effective specific immunization programs. Nevertheless, 15 patients with generalized tetanus were treated at the Vancouver General Hospital over a 20-year period; 10 of them were over 50 years of age. Two patients had no injury and 12 had suffered only minor wounds. None had received previous immunization and, even after wounding, prophylaxis was unsatisfactory in all cases. Nine patients required intensive care and two died. Positive cultures were obtained in only two cases. Four recommendations are made to prevent tetanus: (a) all wounds should be considered "tetanus-prone", (b) an accurate history of immunization should be obtained, (c) more attention should be given to prophylaxis at the time of injury and (d) patients should record vaccinations.